
	

Experience the Monteverdi Choir and Orchestras in free 
events across London 

 
The Monteverdi Choir and Orchestras appear in three different guises in free 
events across London. Sir John Eliot Gardiner and his forces will be performing 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum on 15 December and joined by their 
Monteverdi Apprentices for workshops and a performance at Morley College. 
The Monteverdi Apprentices also celebrate the end of their year long 
apprenticeship in a farewell concert on 26 November. Sir John Eliot Gardiner has 
spent the last 50 years training up the next generation of singers and musicians 
through his Monteverdi Choir and Orchestras; including artists such as Dame 
Felicity Palmer, John Shirley-Quirk, Charles Brett, Gareth Keene, Sir Bryn Terfel 
and Mark Padmore. 
 
“Sunday’s concert was proof of what is possible, what can be achieved 
with dedication, inspired planning and sheer hard work and was a 
reminder to me of the gift it was to have been part of similar work so 
many years ago.” 
Dame Felicity Palmer (Extract from Monteverdi Choir 50th anniversary tribute) 
 

Sunday 26 November, 6pm 
The Warehouse, London 
Monteverdi Apprentices Final 
Concert 
 
Bach Brandenburg Concerto No.3 
BWV1048 
Mendelssohn String Quartet No.2 in 
A minor Op.13 (first movement) 
Schubert String Quartet in C, D.956 
(first movement) 
Biber Battalia  
Mendelssohn Octet Op.20 
 

On Sunday 26 November, the 2016-17 Monteverdi Apprentices will mark 
the end of their year long apprenticeship with the Monteverdi Choir and 
Orchestras in their final concert, which will take place at The Warehouse, 
Waterloo. Led by mentors from the Monteverdi Orchestras, this intimate 
chamber recital will be the final event for the young musicians whose artistic 
development have been nurtured over the last twelve months. The 90-minute 
performance will be followed by a drinks reception.  
 
The concert features masterpieces of the baroque and classical repertoire, 
including JS Bach’s Brandenburg Concerto No.3, the Schubert String Quartet in C 
and the Mendelssohn Octet and his String Quartet No.2 in A minor. The 
programme will also feature the lesser-known Battalia by Biber, a colourful 17th-
century programmatic piece. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



	

Wednesday 29 November – Friday 1 December 
9.30-12.30am & 1.30-4.30pm 
Morley College, London  
Wednesday 29 November 
Schubert workshop 
Thursday 30 November 
Ravel/Webern workshop 
Friday 1 December 
Review workshop and concert 
 
Webern Langsamer Satz 
Ravel String quartet 
Schubert Death and the Maiden 
 
At Morley College on Friday 1 December, the Orchestre Révolutionnaire et 
Romantique, conducted by Sir John Eliot Gardiner, will present a short private 
performance of three seminal string quartets by Schubert, Ravel and Webern, 
arranged for full string orchestra. Due to the all-encompassing nature of the 
Monteverdi 450 project, this will be the only chance to hear the ORR outside of 
their memorable appearance at the BBC Proms earlier this calendar year. 
Augmented by the Monteverdi Apprentices, who will be joining the ORR for the 
very last time, all three pieces will be studiously work-shopped over the 
preceding two days under the watchful baton of Sir John Eliot Gardiner: the final 
performance promises to be a dizzying exploration of the possibilities of string 
repertoire of the nineteenth and twentieth centuries. 
 
The year has provided many opportunities for the apprentices to perform 
alongside the Monteverdi Choir and Orchestras. All eight apprentices performed 
alongside the Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique at the 2017 BBC Proms 
on 8 August for Berlioz’s La Damnation de Faust. Apprentice violinist, Gabrielle 
Maas also played at the Festival Berlioz in the Summer. 

 

Friday 15 December 2017, 6.30-9.30pm 
Victoria and Albert Museum, Opera: Passion, Power and Politics Exhibition 
 
Concert to include highlights 
from the Monteverdi Trilogy: 
L’Orfeo, Il ritorno d’Ulisse in patria, 
L’incoronazione di Poppea 
 
Monteverdi Choir 
English Baroque Soloists 
Sir John Eliot Gardiner conductor 
 
Soloists: Francesca Boncompagni, Silvia Frigato, Francesca Biliotti, Reginald 
Mobley, Marianna Pizzolato, Carlo Vistoli, Francisco Fernández-Rueda, Gareth 
Treseder, Robert Burt, Furio Zanasi, Krystian Adam 
 
Sir John Eliot Gardiner and his Monteverdi Choir and English Baroque 
Soloists conclude a triumphant year celebrating Monteverdi’s 450th anniversary 
at the Victoria and Albert Museum on Friday 15 December for the only 
London performance of their critically acclaimed Monteverdi Trilogy. They will 
perform highlights from Monteverdi’s three extant operas in the Raphael 
Cartoon Gallery, where 50 years ago the young conductor and his newly-formed 
choir marked the composer’s 400th anniversary. The exhibition Opera: Passion, 



	

Power and Politics, from the V&A and Royal Opera House, is the first to explore 
opera on a grand scale, exploring seven seminal premieres in seven cities 
including Monteverdi’s L’incoronazione di Poppea. 
 
_________________________________________________________________ 
 
NOTES TO EDITORS 
 
MONTEVERDI CHOIR & ORCHESTRAS 
Founder Sir John Eliot Gardiner 
 
For the past half a century, the Monteverdi Choir, English Baroque Soloists and 
Orchestre Révolutionnaire et Romantique have set new standards, shaped 
opinions and breathed fresh energy into both forgotten and established 
repertoire. Their founder and conductor John Eliot Gardiner has devoted more 
than 50 years to the study of period instrument performance practice from the 
baroque to romantic repertoire.  
 
The Monteverdi Choir was established in 1964 for a groundbreaking 
performance of Monteverdi’s Vespers at King’s College Chapel, Cambridge. Ever 
since the Monteverdi Choir has proven to be a powerhouse for young choral 
singers as many former members have moved on to successful solo careers.  
 
 
Memorable also was their recorded live performance of Monteverdi’s Vespers at 
St. Mark’s Basilica in Venice in 1989 marking the choir’s silver anniversary. For 
their 50th anniversary in 2014, the Choir returned to King’s College to honour 
their inaugural concert in a live broadcast on BBC Radio 3.  
  
The English Baroque Soloists were founded in 1978 and have - together with 
John Eliot Gardiner - always sought to challenge preconceptions of Baroque and 
early Classical music. Combining the untamed sound of period instruments, with 
passionate and virtuosic playing, they have set the benchmark for period 
instrument performance that has shaped performance practice for the last three 
decades. Their current leader is Kati Debretzeni. 
 
A towering achievement for the Monteverdi Choir and English Baroque Soloists 
was marking Bach's 250th anniversary in 2000 by performing and recording all 
198 of JS Bach’s sacred cantatas on the appropriate feast day in more than 60 
churches across Europe. Subsequently the Monteverdi Choir & Orchestras set up 
the company’s record label, Soli Deo Gloria, to release the entire cycle which was 
hailed as “one of the most ambitious musical projects of all time” by Gramophone 
magazine. In 2014, Sir John Eliot Gardiner published a new biography on Bach 
entitled “Music in the Castle of Heaven”.   
 
All three ensembles have also been a fertile training ground for generations of 
performers who have gone on to shine internationally. In 2007, the Monteverdi 
Apprenticeship Programme was established to further develop future 
generations. The Monteverdi Choir and English Baroque Soloists have over 150 
recordings to their name and have won numerous prizes. The Financial Times 
described their most recent album together, Bach’s B Minor Mass, as ‘Bach at its 
most glorious and uplifting.’ 
 
Sir John Eliot Gardiner was appointed President of the Bach Archive in Leipzig in 
2014 and has recently received the Concertgebouw Award in Amsterdam.	
 
 



	

The Monteverdi Apprentices Programme 
 
Violins 
Konstanze Glander 
Gabrielle Maas 
Johanna Radoy 
Jenna Sherry 
Peter Hanson (Mentor) 
 
 
 

Violas 
Monika Grimm 
Elisabeth Sordia  
Oliver Wilson (Mentor) 
 
Cellos 
Bianca Riesner 
Mátyás Virág 
Robin Michael (Mentor) 

 
"Our apprentices have proved to be a magnificent addition to the 
Monteverdi ensembles. The Apprentices Programme provides a holistic 
and comprehensive programme offering the very best young musicians a 
bridge between university, conservatoire and the professional world."  
Sir John Eliot Gardiner 
 
The Monteverdi Apprentices Programme aims to nurture the development of 
outstanding emerging players on the verge of a professional career. Through a 
rigorous audition process they identify the most promising artists and introduce 
them to the musical traditions of the Monteverdi ensembles. The programme 
provides a supportive environment where talented young singers and players can 
develop the skills and experience they need to become top-class performers with 
an awareness of historical performance styles over several centuries. 
 
During their training, Apprentices are involved in a series of carefully curated 
workshops and projects, receiving tailored individual and group tuition with Sir 
John Eliot Gardiner and specialised mentors. The Apprentices spend time working 
on and performing a wide repertoire by participating in rehearsals and observing 
projects, with the aim of giving excellent preparation for a performing career, 
learning about the exacting demands and working practices of an internationally-
renowned ensemble. 
 
The 2016/17 Apprentices have been involved in variety of workshops, projects 
and professional engagements including MCO’s acclaimed tour of Brahms, 
Beethoven and Schubert in autumn 2016, their Bach at Christmas tour across 
Europe; and more recently this summer at the BBC Proms alongside the 
Monteverdi ensembles in their Bach/Schütz programme and Berlioz’s La 
Damnation de Faust. Six of the eight Monteverdi Apprentices have now been 
booked as professional musicians. 
 
‘The MCO Apprenticeship scheme offers invaluable experience for 
advanced students and young professionals. I only wish such an 
opportunity had been available to me at that stage - in my day we all 
plunged into professional orchestral playing to sink or swim. I think that 
these brilliant young players will have gained fresh insights into these 
familiar pieces from tutors such as Peter Hanson, Kati Debretzeni and 
Robin Michael, all of whom bring their practical playing experience to 
bear, combined with extensive knowledge of performance practice of the 
period. It should be an exciting concert.’ 

- Alison Bury, Mentor  
 
 
 
 



	

 
The 2016-17 Monteverdi Apprentices 
 
Konstanze Glander 

Konstanze Glander started playing the violin in the age 
of  five and has been supported in her education by 
Axel Wilczok at Staatskapelle Berlin and Prof. Stefan 
Hempel in Rostock, Germany. She has toured Europe 
with the Gustav Mahler Youth Orchestra and 
Staatskapelle Berlin and has performed with dedicated 
Tango ensemble Peroni. Having been invited to play 
with the Karajan Academy of the Berliner 
Philharmoniker under direction of Kolja Blacher, 
Reinhard Goebel and Christian Tetzlaff, Konstanze has 
also performed under the batons of Daniel Harding, 
Daniel Barenboim, Matthias Pintscher, Gustavo 
Dudamel, Zubin Metha, Herbert Blomstedt and Ton  

           Koopman. 
 
Gabrielle Maas  

Gabi Maas plays violin, viola and nyckelharpa with the 
Orchestra of the Age of Enlightenment, Concerto 
Caledonia and the Society of Strange and Ancient 
Instruments and is currently studying baroque violin 
with Nicolette Moonen. She has previously played with 
European Union Youth Orchestra and the National 
Youth Orchestra as well as performing at the Sharq 
Taronalari festival with the Early English Trio, and has 
studied in Chennai with the Carnatic violinist Vittal 
Ramamurthy. After achieving a degree in Modern 
Languages at Cambridge University, Gabi graduated 
from Oxford with a doctorate on the Berber music of 
Kabylia.  

Johanna Radoy  

Johanna Radoy studied at University of the Arts, Essen 
and Rostock University of Music and Drama with Stefan 
Hempel, recently completing her Master’s Degree. As a 
soloist, Johanna has performed with the Polish Sopot 
Chamber Philharmonic and the North German Rostock 
Philharmonic. She also collaborated with members of the 
Berliner Philharmoniker and Mahler Chamber Orchestras 
at Zermatt Festival and Gustav Mahler Academy and has 
played with Schleswig-Holstein Festival Orchestra, 
Folkwang Chamber Orchestra and Essen Philharmonic 
Orchestra. She is currently supported by the Villa Musica 
Rheinland-Pfalzand Foundation.  

Jenna Sherry  

After obtaining a Bachelor’s Degree in Music and French 
from Indiana University, Jenna Sherry achieved her 
Master’s at the Guildhall School as a Marshall Scholar 
under David Takeno. Jenna has performed at the 
Kennedy Center, Barbican Hall, the Aldeburgh Festival, 
the Salzburg Chamber Music Festival, the Geelvinck 
Fortepiano Festival, and IMS Prussia Cove. She now 
leads the Faust Ensemble, performs with the Irish 



	

Chamber Orchestra, Spira Mirabilis and has collaborated with the Dante Quartet. 
Jenna teaches at the Yehudi Menuhin School and at The Hague’s School for Young 
Talent. She is the Founder and Artistic Director of the Birdfoot Festival in New 
Orleans.  
 
Monika Grimm  

Monika Grimm completed a Bachelor’s degree in violin at 
the University of the Arts, Zurich studying with Prof. 
Ulrich Gro ̈ner. She then went onto study the viola with 
Prof. Michel Rouilly, Prof. Ulrich Kno ̈rzer and Prof. 
Hartmut Rohde at the University of the Arts in Berlin. 
Having played for the Gustav Mahler Jugend Orchester, 
she now regularly performs with the Berliner 
Philharmoniker and is a member of the baroque 
ensemble Michaelis Consort, Leipzig. She has taken part 
in masterclasses with Hariolf Schlichtig, Volker Jacobsen, 
Wolfram Christ, Nils Mo ̈nkemeyer, Nora Chastain, 
Reinhard Goebel and Petra Mu ̈llejans.  

 
Elisabeth Sordia 

Elisabeth Sordia studied with Antoine Tamestit and was  
first  introduced to period instrument playing while 
attending the Jeune Orchestre Atlantique advanced 
studies programme in Saintes, France. While studying 
at the Koninklijk Conservatorium, Brussels, with Paul 
De Clerck, she took part in many Baroque and Classical 
projects across Europe, such as Ensemble Akademie 
Freiburg, SWR-Hofmusik-Akademie, Britten-Pears 
Baroque Orchestra, Génération Baroque, Bach Academy 
Swidnica and the OAE Experience Scheme in 2015. 
Elisabeth is a freelance violist and performs with 
orchestras such as Le Cercle de l’Harmonie, Freiburger 
Barockorchester and Opera Fuoco. 

Bianca Riesner  

 Bianca Riesner studied at the University of Arts, Zurich 
under Roel Dieltiens before achieving a Masters in 
baroque cello and viola da gamba with Jonathan Manson 
at the Royal Academy of Music where she received the 
Nancy Nuttall Early Music Prize. She is Assistant 
Principal Cellist at the Symphonieorchester Vorarlberg, 
performs with ORF Radio Symphony Orchestra Vienna, 
Tonku ̈nstler Orchestra and Philharmonia Orchestra. 
Bianca is a founding member of Istante and is a 
graudate of the OAE Experience. She works with Music 
for a While, The Bach Players, the International Baroque 
Players and the Steinitz Bach Players.  

 

 

	



	

Mátyás Virág  

Mátyás Virág studies at the Franz Liszt Academy of 
Music under István Varga and Rita Wagner. He has 
taken masterclasses with László Fenyo ̈, Malcolm 
Bilson, Simon Standage, Nicholas Selo, Christine 
Schornsheim, Michael Chance and achieved  rst 
place at the János Starker National Cello 
Competition. Recently, Mátyás has performed at the 
International Holland Music Sessions. As a member 
of the Orfeo Orchestra and the Hofkapelle Esterházy, 
he has worked under direction of Monica Huggett, 
Simon Standage, Gyo ̈rgy Vashegyi and Rolf Beck and 
has given performances at Festival du Périgord Noir. 
Mátyás has received generous support from the Paul 

Hermann Fonds and the New Europe Foundation. 

http://www.monteverdi.co.uk 
	

Twitter: @mco_london Facebook: @monteverdichoirandorchestras 
Monteverdi Choir & Orchestras are under the grateful patronage of HRH the 

Prince of Wales. 
 

For more information on any of the above, please contact: 
Nicky Thomas Media 

101 Bell Street, London NW1 6TL 
+44 (0)20 3714 7594 | +44 (0)20 7258 0909 

info@nickythomasmedia.com 
www.nickythomasmedia.com 


