
 

 

SUONI DAL GOLFO  
VILLA SHELLEY TO BE OPENED TO THE PUBLIC FOR THE FIRST TIME 

FOR GIANLUCA MARCIANÒ’S NEW FESTIVAL IN LERICI ON  
LIGURIA’S POETIC COASTLINE 

LAUNCHING ORCHESTRA EXCELLENCE 

FRIDAY 25 AUGUST - FRIDAY 8 SEPTEMBER 2017 

www.suonidalgolfo.com  

Italian conductor Gianluca Marcianò launches a new 
festival of music and poetry - Suoni dal Golfo - in his 
hometown of Lerici from 25 August to 8 September. The 
programme of the festival is inspired by the sea and by the 
poets who were drawn to this emerald coastline.  For the 
first time, Villa Shelley will be opened to the public for a 
special evening reception on . Suoni dal Golfo provides a 
summer residency for the newly formed Orchestra 
Excellence as a training academy for young musicians from 
across the globe. Following an intense fortnight of concerts 
with world-class soloists, Suoni dal Golfo closes with 
Marcianò conducting Orchestra Excellence from a platform 
on the sea to audiences on the beach and nearby boats. 

The festival provides a platform for exceptional young soloists including violinist 
Alissa Margulis and Katya Tsukanova cellist Alexander Buzlov (3rd Prize at the 
Tchaikovsky Competition) as well as pianists Vitali Pisarenko (1st Prize at the 
International Liszt Competition in Utrecht), Gloria Campaner, Oliver Poole, and 
Polina Osetinskaya. The Festival has also partnered with YCAT (Young Classical 
Artists Trust) to feature bassoon player Amy Harman and oboist Olivier 
Stankiewicz and has appointed Dani Howard as resident composer. 

Set on the famous coastline of the Golfo dei Poeti, the seaside town of Lerici has 
been a magnet for poets and composers alike, from Shelley, Byron and Lawrence to 
Wagner. Lerici lies just beyond the famous Cinque Terre between La Spezia and 
Massa Carrara where the Apuan Alps rise up on Tuscan boundary. With a series of 
concerts at the most stunning sights of the Venere Azzurra - Lerici, San Terenzo 
and Tellaro - Suoni dal Golfo pays tribute to those who drew inspiration from the 
wonderful seaside.   

Berlioz’s Harold in Italy based on Byron’s Childe Harold will form a centre-piece of 
the festival alongside Mendelssohn’s Hebrides Overture, Calm Sea and Prosperous 
Voyage and Rimsky Korsakov’s Sheherazade. Photographer and poet Alessandra 
Vinotto will read from her new book of poetry Per Mare.    

In addition to concerts, Gianluca Marcianò has programmed a series of talks in 
conjunction with the International Cultural Diversity Organisation (ICDO) on Music, 



Diplomacy and Peace.   On 29 August, ICDO Ambassador Cristel Carrisi Luksic will 
conduct a series of interviews with musicians.  On 31 August ICDO and EMMA for 
Peace will hold a Symposium Music, Diversity and Diplomacy and on 2 September, 
ICDO will organise a workshop Music and Beyond tackling current world issues and 
global concerns, including integration, migration, social media impact and cultural 
diversity inside families.    

As Marcianò explains: “My work as a conductor has drawn me across the globe to 
many former conflict zones in the Balkans and Caucasus.  I have always wanted to 
return to Lerici and give something back to my hometown.  What better way to do 
so than providing a haven to young talent to be enriched and inspired by the 
natural beauty of the bay.  These concerts will provide the backdrop for discussions 
on the role of music as a symbol for hope for the new generation especially in 
times of strife and strained diplomacy.”     

Suoni dal Golfo opens on 25 August at Villa Marigola with the charismatic 
bandoneon player Mario Stefano Pietrodarchi in a programme of Piazzolla, Piovani 
and Strauss. The opening gala also includes a work by British composer Dani 
Howard of a trio for clarinet, violin and piano to be performed by Lone Madsen, 
Alissa Margulis and Oliver Poole. Following a commission by Classic FM and Royal 
Philharmonic Society, Howard is currently writing a new work for the Royal 
Liverpool Philharmonic in 2017 and on 30 August his new work for the Orchestra 
Excellence, commissioned by Suoni dal Golfo, will receive its world premiere. 

The second evening features concerto soloists Gloria Campaner in Schumann’s 
Piano Concerto, Vitali Pisarenko in Beethoven’s 3rd Piano Concerto and Alissa 
Margulis and Alexander Buzlov join for Brahms’ Double Concerto for violin and 
cello.   

Soprano Cristina Ferri and baritone Damiano Salerno’s arias and duets from Verdi 
(who was resident in Liguria in Genoa) are coupled with Berlioz’s Harold en Italie 
featuring Maxim Novikov on viola. This will be a benefit concert for the charity 
Heartquake in aid of victims of the earthquakes in Central Italy.  
 
The festival closes on 8 September with the landmark event of a concert on the 
sea. 
 
Orchestra Excellence 

Together with viola player Maxim Novikov, Marcianò has founded Orchestra 
Excellence as a new initiative for emerging musicians. The festival will provide a 
summer residency for musicians carefully selected to join the orchestra.  More than 
150 applications have been entered from 23 countries and the selected musicians 
will all be featured on Orchestra Excellence’s website with youtube videos.   

Orchestra Excellence is a new orchestral concept allowing emerging musicians from 
all over the world a chance to get together and make music in a collaborative way. 
Each member gets the chance to express their ideas, to propose programmes, 
create an ensemble, perform as a soloist and to be a mentor to pupils. To nurture 
the sense of responsibility, the musicians are also encouraged to set up their own 
festival in different part of the world and connect with local authorities.	  	  
 
The orchestra’s ethos: 

 
• A place where young musicians feel drawn to 
• Promote excellence in music through positive attitude, teamwork and 

individual responsibility 



• Sustain the thrill and motivation of young musicians after completion of 
studies, as they emerge into the professional environment 

• To attract a young public with a new image of the "classical musician” 
• Musicians will actively propose programmes and shape the direction of their 

ensemble and perform as soloists 
 
 

“Our aim is to banish the scourge of every orchestral musician’s life – routine!  
The project brings them hope that music is still the answer! Music will be the 
job and not the job will be the music.”      

   Gianluca Marcianò 
 
 
LERICI 
 

 
 
A sprinkling of brightly coloured houses line the medieval streets that wind up to 
Lerici’s castle, which overlooks the entrance to the Gulf of Poets. The castle is 
thought to be the inspiration for Mary Shelley’s “Frankenstein.”  From May 1822 
the Shelley family was living in a dilapidated boat house, Casa Magni, with the sea 
lapping the doors, near the tiny village of San Terenzo. Between San Terenzo and 
Lerici lies the eighteenth century Villa Marigola offering stunning views on the 
Porto Venere. 
 
ADVISORY BOARD: 
Granduca George di Russia, Myrna Bustani, Maurizio Roi, Gintautas Kevisas, Nakako 
Watanabe Homma, William Relton, Paolo Petrocelli, Andrejs Zagars, Manuela Dviri 
 
 
2017 PROGRAMME  
 
25 August - Villa Marigola 
  
Mario Stefano Pietrodarchi (bandoneon), Alexander Buzlov (cello), Alissa Margulis (violin), 
Lone Madsen (clarinet), Oliver Poole (piano), The Sicilius String Quintet, Quintet ExclusIV, 
Gianluca Marcianò (conductor) 
  
Morricone Three Themes (Pietrodarchi, Sicilius Quintet) 
Di Marino Concerto for bandoneon and string quintet (Pietrodarchi, Sicilius Quintet) 
Howard Ostara Trio for clarinet, cello, piano (Madsen, Buzlov, Poole) 
Paganini Variazioni sul Mosè di Rossini (Buzlov, Poole) 
Strauss/Poole Fantasy on J. Strauss Waltzes 
Gerswhin Rhapsody in Blue for sax quartet and piano (ExclusIV) 
Piazzolla Oblivion, Adios Nonino, La Muerte del Angel, Violentango (Pietrodarchi, Sicilius 
Quintet) 
  



26 August - S. Francesco Church - Lerici 
  
Marcelo Bratke (piano) 
  
Bach Partita n. 1 in b flat major 
Debussy Reverie, Clair de lune 
Villa-Lobos As Três Marias, Bachianas Brasileiras n.4 
 
 
27 August - S. Francesco Church - Lerici 
  
Gloria Campaner (piano), Vitaliy Pisarenko (piano), Alissa Margulis (violin), Alexander 
Buzlov (cello), Orchestra Excellence, Gianluca Marcianò (conductor) 
  
Schumann Concerto for piano and orchestra op 54 (Campaner) 
Beethoven Piano Concerto n. 3 op. 37 (Pisarenko) 
Brahms Double Concerto op. 102 for violin and cello (Margulis, Buzlov) 
  
  
28 August - Castello di Lerici - Conference room 
  
Poetry evening with Alessandra Vinotto with the participation of Angela Zapolla (violin, 
viola). Presentation of the book "Per Mare" 
 
  
29 August - Villa Marigola 
 
Maxim Novikov (viola) Polina Osetinskaya (piano) 
Recital "Tempo" 
 
Georgs Pelecis Evening. Morning. Day. (world première for composer’s 70th) 
Pavel Karmanov Autumn leaves 
Aivar Kalejs Grandfather Clock, The flow of time never stops 
Leonid Dsyatnikov Three Echoes for piano 
Roberto Di Marino Chronos 
Arshia Samsaminia In Eternity 
  
Pre-concert talk with the composers. 
Under its program “Music and Beyond”, International Cultural Diversity Organization 
(ICDO) organises workshops “Cultural & Musical Mashup” and ICDO’s Ambassador Cristel 
Carrisi Luksic will conduct series of interviews with musicians.  
 
30 August - Villa Marigola 
 
YCAT Soloists - Olivier Stankiewicz (oboe), Amy Harman (bassoon) 
Orchestra Excellence Chamber Orchestra 
Gianluca Marcianò and Pablo Urbina (conductors) 
  
Mozart Concerto for Oboe and Orchestra 
Mozart Concerto for Bassoon and Orchestra 
Dani Howard New work commissioned by the Festival (world premiere) 
Beethoven Symphony No. 1 
  
Pre-concert talk with Alasdair Tait of YCAT about career building with the members of 
Orchestra Excellence. 
At the post-concert dinner, Melinda Hughes and Oliver Poole will perform a vocal evening 
“From Opera to Cabaret inspired by the Sea”.   
 
 
 
 
 
 



31 August –  Vassallo Square & Castle of Lerici  
 
Orchestra Excellence Brass and Percussion Ensembles, conducted by Gianluca Marcianò.  
 
Vivaldi La tempest di Mare, concerto for violin op. 8 n. 5 
Wagner Siegfried Idyll WWV 103 
Haydn Trumpet Concerto Hob. VIIe 
Handel Water Music HWV 348 Suite n.1 
 
Prior to the concert and dinner Orchestra Excellence, ICDO and EMMA for Peace will 
hold Symposium “Music, Diversity and Diplomacy”. 
 
 
2 September - Villa Marigola 
 
Lone Madsen (clarinet), Katya Tsukanova (violin) 
Soloists selected from Orchestra Excellence 
Orchestra Excellence, Gianluca Marcianò (conductor) 
  
Vivaldi Concerto for 4 violins and orchestra 
Mozart Violin concerto no. 3 
Koussevitsky Concerto for Double bass and Orchestra op. 3 
Mozart Clarinet Concerto  
 
Prior to the concert ICDO will organize “Music and Beyond” workshop tackling current world 
issues and global concerns. Covered topics will include: Integration/Migration, Social Media 
Impact and Cultural Diversity Inside Families  
 
 
3 September - Oratorio en Selaa - Tellaro 
  
Woodwinds of Orchestra Excellence 
Programme TBC 
  
 
5 September - Chiesa San Francesco  Lerici 
  
Maxim Novikov (viola), Damiano Salerno (baritone), Cristina Ferri (soprano)  
Orchestra Excellence, Gianluca Marcianò (conductor) 
  
Berlioz Harold en Italie 
Verdi selection of overtures, arias and duets 
  
 
6 September - Parco Shelley San Terenzo 
  
First public opening of the Shelley Villa 
Inauguration recital by Maria Mikhailovskaya (harp) and Maxim Novikov (viola) 
 
H.Renie Legende 
Hua Yanjun Er Quan Ying Yue (The Moon Reflected In Er-Quan) for viola and harp 
F.Liszt-H.Renie Un Sospiro 
J.Cras Suite en duo pour flute et harpe (2-3 mvts) 
X.Erdeli Elegy in the memory of M.Glinka 
N.Flagello Sonate for harp, 1 mvt 
P.Karmanov Funny Valentine for viola and harp 
M.Mchedelov Variations on Paganini theme 
 
Followed by a public chamber music concert in the Shelley Park by soloists of the Orchestra 
Excellence. 
  
 
 



 
8 September - platform on the sea - Venere Azzurra 
  
Orchestra Excellence, Gianluca Marcianò (conductor) 
  
Mendelssohn Ouverture “The Hebrides” op. 26 
Mendelssohn Calm Sea and Prosperous Voyage op. 27 
Rimsky Korsakov Sheherazade op. 35 
 
Pre-concert performance by the local band “Banda di Presidio del Comando Marittimo Nord 
della Spezia” 
 
 
GIANLUCA MARCIANO 
Gianluca Marcianò is a conductor of great agility and astuteness with a particular 
interest in bringing the Italian operatic repertoire to the most varied corners of the 
world. He is the Artistic Director of the Al Bustan Festival in Beirut and was 
recently appointed as Music Director of the Serbian National Theatre in Novi Sad. 
He is increasingly in demand as an opera conductor and has strong ties with the 
opera houses in Zagreb, Minsk, Sassari, Prague and in the UK, English National 
Opera, Longborough Opera and Grange Park Opera where he just conducted a new 
production of Tosca for the inauguration of the new theatre in Horsley. 
 
 
MAXIM NOVIKOV 
Maxim Novikov is a keen advocate of performing new works for his instrument, the 
viola. The former pupil of Yuri Bashmet currently works as a producer at the State 
Opera of Armenia, is a freelance sound engineer and he forms a duo with harpist 
Valentina Borisova. As a soloist Maxim has performed with the Mariinsky 
Orchestra,Shenzhen Symphony Orchestra and many other orchestras in his native 
Russia. He is keen to guide the Orchestra Excellence on its way. 
 
Suoni Dal Golfo is supported by the following partners: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

For more information please contact: 
 
Nicky Thomas Media 
+44(0)20 3714 7594 | +44(0)7768 566 530 
info@nickythomasmedia.com 
www.nickythomasmedia.com 


