Diana Ambache marks International Woman’s Day with a CD of
Polish composer Grażyna Bacewicz

New CD
Grażyna Bacewicz: chamber music
Ambache recordings AMB2607
Full track listings below

‘One of Poland’s most remarkable and
prolific composers’
Erica Jeal, The Guardian
To mark International Women’s Day, Diana Ambache champions the music of the
Polish composer Grażyna Bacewicz with a new CD of her chamber music on the
Ambache label. Bacewicz is Poland’s most highly regarded female composer of the
twentieth century and formerly was the leader of the Polish Radio Symphony. This
new recording offers a fresh perspective on Bacewicz’s work, noting the influence
folk music had on her compositions. It forms the third disc in the Ambache series
raising the profile of female composers.
‘A lot happens in my music; it’s aggressive and at the same time lyrical’ – Grażyna
Bacewicz

Watch Ambache Recordings' video here

Born in Łódź, Grażyna Bacewicz (1909–1969) achieved domestic and international
success as a composer and violinist. In 1932, Bacewicz left Poland to study with
Nadia Boulanger at the École Normale de Musique in Paris for two years, where she
was influenced by the Neo-Classical style that was prevalent at the time. Bacewicz
was naturally interested in string writing, as she herself was a distinguished violinist
and a lover of chamber music.
Following Krystian Zimerman’s recording of her Piano Sonata No.2 and Piano
Quintets in 2011, interest has grown and gathered momentum. Since then, both the
Lutosławski Quartet and the Silesian Quartet have released recordings of her
complete string quartets to critical acclaim. Ambache’s recording offers a new angle
on Bacewicz’s chamber music, including the composer’s affection for folk music. The

disc features several of Bacewicz’s violin and piano arrangements of traditional
dances, alongside two trios and two unusual quartets for strings, including the
unique Quartet for Four Cellos.
Ambache is a passionate champion of music by women. Her Bacewicz recording
reflects her longstanding interest in researching and promoting the work of female
composers. She is the Founder of the Ambache Charitable Trust, which aims to raise
the profile of female composers by funding people who promote their music to the
widest possible circle. In 2002, Ambache was short-listed for the European Women
of Achievement Awards for her work in promoting the cause of female composers.
Grażyna Bacewicz: chamber music is the third in Ambache’s series of recordings
featuring female composers on the Ambache label, following Liberté, Egalité,
Sororité: 100 years of chamber music by French women (2016) and Seven Sisters:
chamber music by British women (2015).

Musicians and Track listings
Diana Ambache piano
David Juritz violin
Victoria Sayles violin
Richard Milone violin
Charlotte Scott violin
Ashok Klouda cello

Rebecca Knight cello
Sarah Suckling cello
Morwenna Del Mar cello
Jeremy Polmear oboe
Lucy Wakeford harp
Tristan Fry percussion

1-3 Quartet for Four Violins (1949)
4 Mazovian Dance for violin and piano (1951)
5-7 Trio for Oboe, Violin and Cello (1934)
8 Theme with Variations for Violin and Piano (1934)
9-10 Quartet for Four Cellos (1964)
11 Polish Dance for Violin and Piano (1948)
12-14 Trio for Oboe, Harp and Percussion (1965)
15 Slavonic Dance for Violin and Piano (1952)

Grażyna Bacewicz
Bacewicz was born in Łódź and studied with Carl Flesch and
Nadia Boulanger. She won many prizes for her music, including
the first prize at UNESCO's International Rostrum of Composers
in Paris (1960). With an authentic, individual voice, her music
has great vigour, and embraced a strong interest in her
national folk tunes. She wrote in both large and intimate forms
and made an outstanding contribution to the string repertoire,
including seven Strings Quartets and seven Violin Concertos;
No 7 won the Queen Elizabeth International Music Competition
in Brussels (1965).
After the war, Bacewicz returned to work as a professor in the State Conservatory of
Music in Łódź in 1945. Throughout the 1950s she devoted herself to composition and
teaching. Bacewicz remarked that ‘Polish composers have long freed themselves from
Szymanowska’s influence and have gone their various ways. I go my own way, for I
pay most attention to form; there are some principles of construction in a work of
music that must help it stand. Music can be simple or complex, but it must be wellconstructed.’

Other recordings on Ambache
Liberté, Egalité, Sororité: 100 years of chamber music by French
women (2016)
"The whole disc is impeccably performed by the crack ensemble,
and very well recorded - there's not a dud track here." The Arts
Desk

Seven Sisters: chamber music by British women (2015)
"Pianist Diana Ambache and her expert team make this
programme a pleasing experience." Gramophone

Diana Ambache
Described by the Independent as a ‘one-woman crusade to
endow female composers with some kind of visibility’, Diana
Ambache is a pianist, writer and campaigner for the
promotion of music by women. She is the only woman in
Britain to found and direct her own classical chamber
orchestra, the Ambache Chamber Orchestra, which was
created in 1984 specifically to partner with her in Mozart’s
piano concertos. A pioneer of the revival of music by
women, Ambache and her ensemble have given over 40
premieres of works by female composers, and has given
concerts at Southbank Centre, St. John’s Smith Square and Wigmore Hall.
In 2013 Ambache founded the Ambache Charitable Trust. She is also the creator of
the website www.womenofnote.co.uk, which disseminates her research and promotes
information about female composers. Ambache has made various appearances on the
BBC, and has contributed to the Independent, the Grove Dictionary, Classic
FM Magazine, and BBC Music magazine.

http://www.ambachecharitabletrust.org/
http://www.womenofnote.co.uk/
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