
 
Samuel Bordoli writes anthem - The Great Silence - 

to commemorate former choristers killed in  
World War I in aid of children’s music charity  

London Music Masters 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
World premiere 

26 September 2016 
St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle 

  
Windsor Festival celebration of HM The Queen’s 90th birthday 

Programme: Handel, Vaughan Williams, Rutter, Weir, Parry, Bordoli, Skempton, 
Finzi 

  
The Choirs of St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle, Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal, St 

James’s Palace, Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal, Hampton Court Palace and The 
Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy 

 
May 2017 – St Paul’s Cathedral 

Service in memory of former boy chorister Lieutenant John Pritchard 
pictured above 

 
British composer Samuel Bordoli has been commissioned by General the Lord 
Dannatt GCB CBE MC DL to compose a choral anthem - The Great Silence - in 
memory of fallen choristers who gave their lives in the First World War.   The new 
anthem will be premiered at St George’s Chapel in Windsor Castle on 
26   September in a concert to mark HM The Queen’s 90th birthday as part of the 
Windsor Festival.  Samuel Bordoli’s chosen text is the poem Song and Pain by 
Ivor Gurney, chorister, poet and composer who was wounded whilst serving with 
The Gloucestershire Regiment in the First World War.  The anthem will serve as 
the fallen choristers’ legacy to the young of today in supporting the work of music 
charity London Music Masters. 
 
Song and Pain, Ivor Gurney  
 

Out of my sorrow have I made these songs, 
Out of my sorrow; 

Though somewhat of the making’s eager pain 
From joy did borrow. 

 
Some day, I trust, God’s purpose of pain for me 



Shall be complete, 
And then – to enter in the House of Joy… 

Prepare, my feet. 
 

'Song and Pain' by Ivor Gurney is copyrighted and is reprinted here by kind permission of Carcanet 
Press Limited, Manchester, UK 

 
The Great Silence not only refers to the huge grief and stillness which spread 
throughout the nation between 1918-1920, but also the silence in music itself 
which could be used as a metaphor for the national sense of desolation as the 
voices of loved ones fell silent. 
 
At the end of a setting of Ivor Gurney’s poem Song and Pain, the choristers’ 
names will be sung in the final section as a roll of honour which will gradually 
drop away to leave a ‘great silence’ 
 
There will be further performances of the anthem throughout the coming year at 
churches across the country.  In particular, St Paul’s Cathedral will sing the 
anthem in memory of former chorister Lieutenant John Pritchard, whose body 
was found last year near Arras where he fell in 1917 at the Battle of 
Bullecourt.  The former boy chorister of St Paul’s Cathedral sang at the 
Coronation of Edward VII in 1902.  The anthem will also be sung at Ypres in 
Belgium in July 2017.  
  
From research carried out on the Commonwealth War Graves Commission 
website, and in churches, it has emerged that 55 former choristers from only ten 
selected London churches were killed whilst serving in the War. 15 current 
regiments of the British Army, the Royal Air Force, The Royal Canadian Infantry 
Corps and The Royal Australian Infantry Corps now represent the units in which 
they served.  
 
This unique project, which is attracting wide interest and support, has two 
Patrons, General the Lord Dannatt, former head of the British Army, and 
Alderman Dr Andrew Parmley of the Corporation of the City of London. 
 
Radio 3 presenter Petroc Trelawny has commented:  
“The idea of commemorating fallen choristers in this unique way will be a great 
and meaningful tribute to their sacrifice and hep to create a legacy which both 
benefits young musicians and enables them to fully consider the act of national 
remembrance.” 
 
Selected churches in and near London have been invited to collaborate in the 
project, leading the way for churches great and small throughout the United 
Kingdom to remember fallen choristers of the Great War. Amongst them are: St 
Paul’s Cathedral, Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal, St James’s Palace*, Her Majesty’s 
Chapel Royal, Tower of London, Her Majesty’s Chapel Royal, Hampton Court 
Palace*, The Queen’s Chapel of the Savoy*, Southwark Cathedral, Westminster 
Cathedral, St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle*, The Royal Chapel, Windsor Great 
Park. Those marked * will sing the anthem at its premiere. 
 
Premiere – 26th September 
Venue: St George’s Chapel, Windsor Castle 
TIME 7.30pm  
DURATION 2 hours  
TICKET PRICE 
£8 Quire (No view of performance), £16 Nave 
Aisles (Unreserved), £22, £27, £34 Central Nave 
 



This special concert to celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday sees a return to the 
Festival of this unique gathering of choirs, all with special links to The Queen, 
with a popular programme of music. 
 
HANDEL Zadok The Priest                          
WESLEY Thou Wilt Keep Him                        
VAUGHAN WILLIAMS Te Deum in F                                      
RUTTER This is the Day                                   
WEIR Praise him with Trumpets            
WEIR I Love all Beauteous Things          
DOVE Vast Ocean of Light                         
 
Interval 
 
HANDEL Let thy Hand be Strengthened   
IRELAND Greater Love                                     
BORDOLI The Great Silence                            
SKEMPTON Ave Virgo Sanctissimi                     
IRELAND The Hills                                               
FINZI White Flowering Days                    
PARRY I Was Glad 
 
London Music Masters 
  
Commemoration is strengthened by a commitment to help others so an important 
part of ‘The Great Silence’ project is to raise funds for the musical charity ‘London 
Music Masters’. 
  
‘London Music Masters’ believes that music changes lives. Its partner schools are 
based in some of London’s most deprived boroughs and it brings talented, highly 
trained young musicians into its school communities to teach the 650 children it 
works with each week. It also supports emerging artists and teachers through its 
awards and training programmes; they act as role models and ambassadors in 
their communities and are inspiring the next generation. More information about 
London Music Masters is to be found at: www.londonmusicmasters.org 
  
As part of the project London Music Masters will engage its schools with an 
exploration of both the new work and the major themes of the First World War. 
Through a series of creative workshops they will bring together young musicians 
from its schools programme with the aim of building relationships between young 
people of different communities through music making. A schools’ resource pack 
and a recording of the anthem will be available on the London Music Masters 
website. 
  
Samuel Bordoli, composer 
  
Samuel Bordoli is rapidly establishing a 
reputation as one of the foremost composers of 
his generation. His radical vision for pushing 
musical boundaries is setting a fascinating 
precedent for exploring the relationship 
between architecture, music, literature and 
theatre. 
  
Samuel Bordoli became the first composer to 
create site-specific compositions for the 
Monument and Tower Bridge in 2012 when his 



Live Music Sculptures were featured in the City of London Festival. They were 
described by the Observer as “working wonders with public acoustics” and 
“beautiful and ethereal”. His site-specific work for St Paul’s Cathedral, Live Music 
Sculpture 3, was performed five times during one day and subsequently 
shortlisted for a 2014 BASCA British Composer Award in the Choral category. His 
new chamber work As I Lay Dying was premiered in the Philharmonia Orchestra’s 
Music of Today Series at the Royal Festival Hall as a result of winning the 2014 
Royal Philharmonic Society Composition Prize. 
  
His fourth Live Music Sculpture, composed for Sir Norman Foster’s GLA City Hall, 
will be premiered in Open House London; and a new piece, commissioned by 
Choir and Organ magazine, will be performed in St Paul’s Cathedral. 
  
Samuel Bordoli composed the music and libretto for the chamber opera Amerika, 
in 2012, based on the novel by Kafka, which was commissioned by Tête à Tête. 
  
Born in 1987 in England, Samuel Bordoli began composing and conducting at an 
early age. He was mentored by Sir Peter Maxwell Davies for nine years after 
studying with him at Dartington International Summer School. Former Master of 
the Queen’s Music the late Sir Peter Maxwell Davies CH, CBE, described 
Samuel Bordoli as “a wonderfully gifted composer”; he supported the idea of ‘The 
Great Silence’.  Samuel held the Mendelssohn Scholarship and the Manson 
Fellowship at the Royal Academy of Music where he studied for a MMus with Philip 
Cashian and Simon Bainbridge.  He gained a BMus (Hons) at Birmingham 
Conservatoire tutored by Edwin Roxburgh. His work has been broadcast on BBC 
Radio 3, BBC World Service, and ITV London News. 
 

www.bordoli.co.uk 
 
The Armed Forces & former Choristers killed in the First World War 
 
At the time of writing, 15 current regiments of the British Army, the Royal Air 
Force and units of Commonwealth forces have been identified as having former 
choristers from the collaborating churches killed whilst serving in their ranks 
during the First World War. They are listed below with the number killed: 
  
The Life Guards (1) The Royal Anglian Regiment (2) 
The Kings's Royal Hussars (1) The Mercian Regiment (2) 

The Royal Tank Regiment (1) The Rifles (9) 
The Royal Regiment of Artillery (2) The Special Air Service Regiment (2) 

Corps of Royal Engineers (1) The Honourable Artillery Company (1) 
Grenadier Guards (1) The London Regiment (8) 

The Royal Regiment of Scotland (2) The Royal Air Force (5) 
The Princess of Wales’s Royal Regiment (5) The Royal Canadian Infantry Corps (2) 

The Royal Regiment of Fusiliers (2) The Royal Australian Infantry Corps (2) 
 As yet unattributed to a unit (6)   

Support ‘The Great Silence’. Please consider making a donation to this 
unique and exciting project by using the ‘Donate’ button 
at www.londonmusicmasters.org and the reference ‘Great Silence’. 

 
For more information please contact: 

Nicky Thomas Media 
+44 (0) 203 714 7594 | +44 (0) 207 258 0909 

info@nickythomasmedia.com | www.nickythomasmedia.com 


