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Biography: Colston Hall  
 
Colston Hall is Bristol’s largest concert hall, presenting concerts and 
entertainment by major names in rock, pop, jazz, folk, world and classical music, 
stand up comedy and light entertainment, as well as local choirs, orchestras and 
schools. 
 
Audiences have been enjoying music there since 1867 and the building remains 
at the heart of cultural life in the city. Colston Hall has hosted music from the 
likes of Emile Sandé, John Grant, Richard Hawley, Robert Plant and Bournemouth 
Symphony Orchestra; comedy from Harry Hill, Jimmy Carr and Billy Connolly; as 
well as being a key player in many of Bristol’s wider events including the Bristol 
International Jazz & Blues Festival, Slapstick Festival and Doors Open Day. Some 
of the world’s biggest music and comedy stars have performed on their stage, 
including The Beatles, David Bowie, Elton John, Ella Fitzgerald, Louis Armstrong 
Motorhead and Bob Dylan. 
 
The hall’s imposing and iconic foyer has made it an architecturally significant and 
striking addition to Bristol’s skyline and befits the many fantastic performers who 
play here. Colston Hall sees 300,000 visitors per year and 2017 marks Colston 
Hall’s 150th anniversary. Over 40,000 people benefit from Colston Hall’s learning 
and participation projects.  
 
At the end of 2017 Colston Hall will close – after 150 years – for a major 
transformation, at a cost of £45 million. It aims to transform Colston Hall into one 
of the best arts and learning facilities in the country. Colston Hall’s Thank You for 
the Music appeal aims to raise £45 million by 2017 to transform the space. The 
transformation will allow the main hall to be more flexible.  The chamber music 
space will reinstate the original Victorian windows. The two floors of cellars will be 
turned into an intimate space to be used for club events, exhibitions, teaching 
facilities, creative workshops and studios. 
 
 
 

http://www.colstonhall.org/ 
 


