	
  

Cellist Raphael Wallfisch stars alongside Carlos Acosta
in Will Tuckett’s Elizabeth at the Royal Opera House
8-17 January 2016
Linbury Studio Theatre

Elizabeth

90th Birthday concert for Anita Lasker-Wallfisch with the
Trio Shaham Erez Wallfisch at Wigmore Hall
20 January 2016
Wigmore Hall | 7:30pm

Trio Shaham Erez Wallfisch
Beethoven Piano Trio in D major Op. 70 No. 1 ‘Ghost’
Arensky Piano Trio No. 1 in D mino Op. 32
Rachmaninov Trio élégiaque No. 1 in G minor
Brahms Piano Trio No. 2 in C major Op. 87

British cellist Raphael Wallfisch stars alongside dancers Carlos Acosta
and Zenaida Yanowsky at the Royal Opera House in the world premiere
of Will Tuckett’s Elizabeth, new theatrical production with music
composed by Martin Yates and narrated by actors Sonya Cullingford
and Julia Righton.
To celebrate his mother cellist Anita Lasker-Wallfisch’s 90th year,
Raphael Wallfisch with his Trio Shaham Erez Wallfisch return to the
Wigmore Hall on 20 January. Following the Trio’s critically-acclaimed
recording, their programme includes piano trios by Rachmaninov and
Arensky, alongside those of Beethoven and Brahms.
For Elizabeth, celebrated choreographer Will Tuckett worked with librettist
Alasdair Middleton to co-direct this unusual production, marrying theatre,
ballet and music to narrate the life and loves of Queen Elizabeth I. The
Royal Ballet originally commissioned Elizabeth in 2013 for a gala
performance at the Painted Hall of the Old Royal Naval College in
Greenwich, which was where Queen Elizabeth I was born, and it has been
re-commissioned
as
part
of
the
Shakespeare400
events.

	
  
Shakespeare400 is lead by the London Shakespeare Centre and
Culture at King’s College London to mark the 400th anniversary of
Shakespeare’s death.
Will Tuckett explains: “Elizabeth I’s love of dance, the arts and her quickwitted, wicked sense of humour are all evident in her own writing… I felt
that dance could provide another take on how these elements and this
extraordinary woman could be viewed.”
Raphael Wallfisch commented: “Elizabeth is a unique and wonderful
musical and theatrical experience! Martin Yates’ beautiful score for solo
cello intricately binds the story of this intriguing statuesque monarch,
bringing the Virgin Queen to life in a sensuous drama of music and dance.
Elizabeth is one of the most exciting and challenging projects I have ever
taken part in!”
With his Trio, Raphael Wallfisch dedicates their
Wigmore Hall concert to celebrating the 90th
birthday of his mother, the remarkable cellist and
founding member of the English Chamber Orchestra.
In 1996, Anita Lasker-Wallfisch published her
story Inherit the Truth, about her life in music
from Germany to Britain. A survivor of Auschwitz
and Bergen Belsen, she was saved with her sister by
her cello when she joined the Auschwitz Women’s
Orchestra. After the war, she emigrated to England,
married the pianist Peter Wallfisch and co-founded
the ECO. The musical tradition continues through
her children and grandchildren - Raphael has
followed in his mother’s footsteps on cello and his son Benjamin has
established himself as a conductor and Hollywood film composer. In 2014
Raphael Wallfisch released a disc of Jewish music by Bloch, Caplet and
Ravel, conducted by Benjamin and dedicated to members of their family
who died in the Holocaust, which Stephen Prichard (Observer) stated was
“an intensely personal disc”.
Trio Shaham Erez Wallfisch – founded in 2009 - is made up of Hagai
Shaham (violin), Arnon Erez (piano) and Raphael Wallfisch (cello), all of
which are leading international musicians.
The trio has recorded
numerous CDs together for Nimbus, most recently a disc of Rachmaninov,
Arensky, Shostakovich and Mussorgsky, which BBC Music Magazine
dubbed as “uninhibitedly brilliant”. Shostakovich’s Piano Trio No. 2
was dedicated to his friend Ivan
Sollertinsky and incorporates a
Jewish-style melody in the last
movement.
The trio often
perform Jewish-inspired music
as all three musicians are of
Jewish origin – Israeli violinist
Hagai Shaham has also taken
specific interest in researching

	
  
and recording the works of Jewish composer Joseph Achron.
The trio performed in Vancouver earlier this month, of which Geoffrey
Newman from Seen and Heard International wrote; “this is a most
sensitive and perceptive ensemble that can do so many things
well”.
January also sees Wallfisch reunite with his long-term duo
partner – pianist John York – to perform at Wiltshire Music Centre (23
Jan) and NADSA (24 Jan) to perform a programme of Schumann, Brahms,
Beethoven and Rebecca Clarke.
“The ensemble was outstanding in the way they got the
underlying flow of the music in place”
Vancouver Classical Music, November 2015

Click here to watch a video of the trio rehearsing ahead of their 2013
Wigmore Hall recital.

Full listings: Elizabeth
8, 9, 12, 13, 14, 15 & 16 January - 7:45pm
10 & 17 January – 4pm
Linbury Studio Theatre, Royal Opera House
Carlos Acosta Dancer
Zenaida Yanowsky Dancer
Laura Caldow Dancer
Sonya Cullingford Actor
Julia Righton Actor
David Kempster Baritone
Raphael Wallfisch Cellist

Recent Press Quotes

Will Tuckett Director &
Choreographer
Alasdair Middleton Co-dir & Text
Martin Yates Composer
Fay Fullerton Costume designer
Paule Constable Lighting designer

	
  
“Soloist Raphael Wallfisch enchanted his audience with the
cello’s delightfully mournful tones.” Evening Standard
“There is some exquisite music-making here; the Welsh players
excel in Bloch's Voice in the Wilderness and Schelomo,
underpinning Raphael's gloriously rich, sonorous solo lines.” The
Observer
“Raphael Wallfisch played it as though he really believed in it ...”
Guardian
“Wallfisch was gloriously equal to its demands ... his first
movement became an unfolding of the most gripping, characterful,
spontaneous sort” Financial Times
“Raphael brings impressive colour and characterisation to the
cello part – bold, dramatic and magically sensitive” The Strad
“Raphael Wallfisch was a superlative cello soloist. Performances
as brilliant as this can "make" a piece.” Classical Iconoclast

Raphael Wallfisch
“Wallfisch was a superb soloist” – Guardian
With a prolific discography and concert
appearances with many of the world’s
greatest orchestras and conductors, Raphael
Wallfisch is at the height of his powers as a
performer. With a masterful technique and a
soaring, singing sound that evokes a tradition
continued from his teacher, Piatigorsky, he
can now claim to be the most recorded
contemporary cellist and perhaps the most
recorded British string player in history.
Wallfisch was born into a family of distinguished musicians, his father the
pianist Peter Wallfisch and his mother the cellist Anita Lasker-Wallfisch
who, having survived Auschwitz is one of the founding members of the
English Chamber Orchestra. Wallfisch’s son, Benjamin, is swiftly making a
name for himself as a sought-after composer and conductor, having
studied in London with Charles Mackerras and Vernon Handley. Benjamin
composes film music and currently works in Hollywood.
Recently he has performed with the Auckland Philharmonia, BBC National
Orchestra of Wales, Vancouver Symphony, Västerås Sinfonietta and BBC
Philharmonic as well as the London Symphony, London Philharmonic,
Leipzig Gewandhaus, Los Angeles Philharmonic, Warsaw Philharmonic,
Czech Philharmonic and ma	
   ny others. A popular visitor to major music
festivals worldwide, he has played at the BBC Proms, the Edinburgh

	
  
International, Aldeburgh, Spoleto, Prades, Bergen International,
Montpellier, Pablo Casals, Wratislavia Cantans and SchleswigHolstein Festivals. Wallfisch celebrated his 60th birthday in 2013, marked
with a host of prolific recording releases and concert appearances.
As a performer and recording artist, perhaps more than any other cellist
Wallfisch has championed British music, releasing critically-acclaimed
recordings of works by MacMillan, Finzi, Delius, Bax, Bliss, Britten,
Moeran and Leighton. Many of Britain's leading composers have worked
closely with Raphael Wallfisch, several having written works especially for
him. These include Sir Peter Maxwell Davies, Kenneth Leighton, James
MacMillan, Paul Patterson, John Joubert, Robert Simpson and Sir John
Tavener. Raphael Wallfisch’s extensive discography includes recordings of
both the mainstream concerto repertoire – many widely considered to be
benchmark performances - and countless lesser-known works by
Dohnanyi, Respighi, and Martinu, as well as Richard Strauss, Dvorak,
Kabalevsky and Khachaturian.
Raphael Wallfisch plays a 1760 Gennaro Gagliano cello and the 1865
Vuillaume “Sheremetev”.

http://www.raphaelwallfisch.com/
Deelen & Dachs Artist
Management
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+31 (0) 621 951 454
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