
 
                                                                                  
 

London Music Masters Award Holder Benjamin Beilman 
performs the world premiere of Edmund Finnis’ violin 

concerto Shades Lengthen with the London Contemporary 
Orchestra at St. John at Hackney Church on 10 December 

 
Thursday 10 December 2015 
St. John at Hackney Church, 
8pm 
 
Trad. Tonus Peregrinus chant 
Kaija Saariaho Sept Papillons* 
Trad. Codex Chantilly Se 
Zephirus 
Edmund Finnis Shades 
Lengthen^ (world premiere – 
LMM commission) 
Arvo Pärt Annum per annum 
Trad. Codex Chantilly Se Jupiter 
John Cage In a Landscape 
Trad. Tonus Peregrinus chant 

 
London Contemporary Orchestra & Choir 

Oliver Coates (cello)* 
Benjamin Beilman (violin)^ 

Hugh Brunt (conductor)
 
London Music Masters and creative partner London Contemporary 
Orchestra present the world premiere of Edmund Finnis’ Shades 
Lengthen with young American violinist and LMM Award Holder Benjamin 
Beilman on 10 December at St. John at Hackney Church.  As part of 
LMM’s series of three new commissions, Hugh Brunt and Robert Ames – 
co-Artistic Directors of the iconoclastic London Contemporary Orchestra - 
have devised a site-responsive programme with Finnis around his piece 
Shades Lengthen, echoing the original evensong liturgy starting with 
traditional chants, followed by works by John Cage, Arvo Pärt and 
Kaija Saariaho on a similar theme.  
 
The concert follows award-winning London Contemporary Orchestra’s 
earlier collaborations with Edmund Finnis, including the commission of 
his Colour Field Painting performed for audiences on headphones at 
sunset on the top of Primrose Hill before leading them to a concert at 
Camden’s Roundhouse. As well as using traditional concert venues, LCO’s 
immersive programming has led them to venture into many unusual 
spaces, including Aldwych’s disused underground station, for a 
performance of Vivier’s unfinished opera Do you believe in the Immortality 
of the Soul about a murder on the subway.  The Arts Desk described the 
event: “We had to go down 200-odd steps into the labyrinths of the 
disused station at Aldwych.  It was well worth the effort. This was a tightly 
crafted, cleverly curated and beautifully delivered evening of music.”  
 
 
 



 
 

 
 
As Hugh Brunt explains: 
"When we choose a location for a performance, we look to celebrate 
everything about that space – its character, history, acoustical qualities. 
Those considerations have informed the shape and narrative of this 
programme, which places at its centre Edmund’s striking new work for 
Benjamin Beilman. The piece’s beautifully evocative title, coupled with the 
setting of St John at Hackney Church, laid the ground for us to examine a 
guiding theme of stillness, dusk, Compline; the closing of the day. All this 
I hope will translate into an intimate and powerful experience for our 
audience.” 
 
Click here to watch LCO perform another Finnis work, Across White Air, at 
InTRANSIT Festival 2014 inside Holy Trinity Sloane Square.   
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=X_vDzCSqIhw&feature=youtu.be 
 
Of his new piece Shades Lengthen, Edmund Finnis comments:  
"While working on this piece I was thinking explicitly about line and 
shadow. The solo violin is almost always heard distinctly in the 
foreground, voicing clearly articulated arcing lines of sound. Parts of these 
lines are often picked up by instruments in the ensemble, ‘shadowed’ and 
heard again in canon or in stretched elongated forms. The ensemble also 
creates varied kinds of sound surfaces upon which the solo line and its 
shadows are cast.  I also wanted the title of the piece to evoke a 
particular quality and mood of evening light, closing of day, when the 
colours of sky can intensify before draining away. While writing the ending 
of the piece I was thinking about the subtle sense of acceleration that can 
be felt while observing the last seconds before the sun dips below the 
horizon." 
	  	  

The programme for the concert is spun around 
Finnis’ Shades Lengthen.  Beginning and ending 
with traditional chants gives the programme a 
cyclical feel, which builds up to the climax of the 
world premiere in the middle.  Cellist Oliver 
Coates joins the orchestra to perform Sept 
Papillons by award-winning Finnish composer 
Kaija Saariaho.  The 10-minute piece, seldom 
heard in the UK, was created around the 
metaphor of a butterfly through seven short 
segments.  The slow and descriptive features of 
Arvo Pärt’s Annum per annum are heard within 
the five-part structure (K, G, C, S, A), which 
directly relate to the structure of a mass: K= 
Kyrie, G = Gloria, C = Credo, S = Sanctus, A = 

Agnus Dei. 	  
	  
Edmund Finnis was announced as the Composer-in-Association for the 
London Contemporary Orchestra in April 2013 and has written a series of 
pieces for the orchestra in the past, including Between Rain, Across White 
Air and Colour Field Painting.  Ivan Hewett of The Telegraph wrote that 
Finnis “creates glistening, dancing music with an air of diffident 
mystery […] carefully weighed and transformed”.  Since his 
partnership with the LCO, Finnis’ music has been performed by the  



 
 

 
 
orchestra all over the UK and further afield in the Netherlands, Poland and 
Norway. 
 
 

 
 

Click to watch LCO’s video of their Aldwych underground concert: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
London Music Masters, the music charity that advocates new music for 
young professionals and children, has commissioned three new works by 
British composers Mark Bowden, Gavin Higgins and Edmund Finnis 
for premieres in 2015.  Mark Bowden’s Five Memos was premiered at the 
Newbury Spring Festival in May 2015, performed by LMM Award Holder 
Hyeyoon Park.  Gavin Higgins’ Tänze was premiered at the Royal 
Festival Hall in October 2015, performed by 70 LMM Learning Students 
and over 50 musicians from the London Philharmonic Orchestra.  
 
As a strong supporter of contemporary music, LMM has commissioned a 
number of works including a violin concerto by Martin Suckling for 
former Award Holder Agata Szymczewska in 2011, and an educational 
work by Charlotte Bray for primary school children, former Award 
Holder Jennifer Pike, and 
the London Philharmonic 
Orchestra. 
 
London Music Masters works 
in association with the London 
Contemporary Orchestra, 
YCAT, London Philharmonic 
Orchestra, RCM, Southbank 
Centre, Sphinx Organization 
and Wigmore Hall.  
 
 

London Music Masters 
 



 
LMM Awards are given every three years to three 

exceptional violinists between the ages of 16 and 25, recognising 
extraordinary musicianship with generous financial and career support.  
The LMM Awards seek to help exceptionally talented young artists to 
further their professional careers while serving as positive role models, 
reaching new audiences and enriching their communities and themselves. 
 
LMM Learning is an educational initiative which identifies and nurtures 
young children who might not otherwise have the opportunity to engage 
in classical music. Targeting diverse and socio-economically challenged 
inner-city boroughs, the Project encourages children, their families, and 
their communities to develop a life-long appreciation for classical music in 
all its varied forms. 
 
London Music Masters | Learning and Artists 
 
LMM: learning 
 
Since 2008 LMM has worked with 
over 670 primary school 
children and their families on a 
weekly basis. For most of these 
children LMM provides the only 
option for high quality musical 
instrument tuition that is both 
accessible to families on a low 
income and affordable for state schools.  
 
LMM board member Shaun Bailey explains: “In areas of economic 
deprivation and low morale, music plays a vital role in breaking down 
restrictions of background, wealth, and culture.  The discipline of playing 
an instrument teaches numerous transferable skills. Inspiring a child to 
pursue excellence reinforces their self-belief and drives their ambition.” 
 
LMM has trained over 25 graduates from leading European 
conservatoires (Royal College of Music, Royal Academy of Music, Paris 
Conservatoire) and their teaching is being recognised as some of the best 
of its kind in the country. In partnership with the Royal College of Music 
and the Royal Academy of Music, LMM is developing a training module on 
group string tuition for undergraduates.  
 
LMM has established a programme for the most gifted students from 
under-represented communities called Pathways, led by Professor Itzhak 
Rashkovsky, which has had remarkable results, with children winning 
places at specialist music schools (Chetham’s School of Music), junior 
conservatoires (Royal College of Music), and music scholarships to state 
and independent schools. 
 
LMM: artists 
 
Launched in 2009, the innovative LMM Award was conceived as an 
alternative to the traditional violin competition. Its aim is to support and 
nurture the careers of the very best young musicians from around the 
world. The musicians (all violinists) are invited to accept the award by a 
panel of distinguished performers who have received recommendations 



 
from conductors, teachers and musicians from across 

the globe. As an indicator of the quality of the recipients our award 
holders have gone on 
 
 
 
to become BBC New Generation artists and recipients of the Borletti-
Buitoni prize as well as winning plaudits from audiences and critics alike.  
 
The award comprises mentoring, recital and concerto opportunities, and 
commissions of new works. 
 
In addition to all of these things the Award Holders are given time to 
develop a practical understanding of community outreach by working with 
our schools and in the communities around the schools. For London Music 
Masters it is vitally important that the next generation of young soloists is 
as comfortable performing off the concert platform as they are on it. 
 
London Music Masters is proud to have five world-class ambassadors: 
Nadine Benjamin, Colin Currie, Benjamin Grosvenor, Anthony 
Marwood and Tai Murray. These are artists with established 
international careers who share our core values and beliefs. The 
Ambassadors promote the work of LMM but also engage with it personally. 
They work with our students and Award Holders, give concerts and talks 
in support of the work and act as inspiring role models for the 
organisation and all who are connected with it: parents, children, 
teachers, Award Holders.  

 
Benjamin Beilman 
 

Twenty-five year old American violinist 
Benjamin Beilman is winning plaudits in both 
North America and Europe for his passionate 
performances and deep rich tone, which 
the Washington Post called “mightily 
impressive” and the New York Times described 
as "muscular with a glint of violence". 
The Times also praised his "handsome 
technique, burnished sound, and quiet 
confidence [which] showed why he has come 
so far so fast". Following his performance of 
the Sibelius Concerto at the Montreal 
Competition, the Strad described the 25-year-

old American’s performance of the slow movement as "pure poetry". He 
has performed with numerous orchestras the world over, and is the past 
winner of awards such as the Avery Fisher Career Grant and an award 
from the Borletti-Buitoni Trust. Beilman was made an LMM Award Holder 

in 2012. 
 
 
Edmund Finnis 
 
Edmund Finnis is Composer-in-Association with 
the London Contemporary Orchestra. He has 
received commissions from the London 



 
Symphony Orchestra, BBC Scottish Symphony 

Orchestra, Birmingham Contemporary Music Group, Spitalfields 
Festival, Cross Linx Festival (Netherlands), New College Choir Oxford, the 
Mercury Quartet, and the British Film Institute  
 
 
(to co-compose with Max de Wardener and Elysian Quartet an original 
score for the 1929 Eisenstein film, The General Line). Other performers of 
his work include such leading young instrumentalists as Mark Simpson, 
Aisha Orazbayeva, Oliver Coates, Liam Byrne, Víkingur Ólafsson and the 
conductors Sian Edwards, Diego Masson, Francois-Xavier Roth, Vasily 
Petrenko, Baldur Brönnimann, Nicholas Collon and Ken-David Masur. In 
March 2012 he conducted the premiere of his string septet, Relative 
Colour, at Carnegie Zankel Hall in New York. His quartet Unfolds (2011) 
has been performed across Europe, at Tanglewood Festival, and in 
Chicago Symphony Orchestra’s 2012 MusicNOW series. 

 
London Contemporary Orchestra 
 

Winner of the Ensemble 
category at the Royal 
Philharmonic Society Music 
Awards 2015, the London 
Contemporary Orchestra has 
established itself as one of 
the UK’s most innovative and 
respected ensembles – 
promoting the best new 
music and cross-arts 
collaborations to an 
increasingly wide audience. 

Formed in 2008 by co-Artistic Directors Robert Ames and Hugh Brunt, the 
LCO has collaborated with a distinguished array of composers, artists and 
brands, including Jonny Greenwood, Secret Cinema, Vivienne Westwood, 
members of Arcade Fire, United Visual Artists, Boiler Room, Ron Arad, 
Beck, Goldfrapp, Mike Figgis, Conrad Shawcross, Nike, Terry Riley and 
Foals. Highlights include sold-out performances at the Roundhouse, a site-
responsive series Imagined Occasions, and opening James Lavelle’s 
Meltdown Festival at the Royal Festival Hall. LCO’s performances have 
been broadcast on BBC Radio 3, BBC Radio 6 Music and Sky Arts HD, with 
a soundtrack output including The Master, Slow West and Macbeth. 
Edmund Finnis was appointed Composer-in-Association in April 2013. 

 
 

 

 
 
 
 

www.londonmusicmasters.org 
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Nicky Thomas Media 

+44 (0) 203 714 7594 | +44 (0) 207 258 0909 
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