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Biography: The Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra and Marios 
Papadopoulos 
 
Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra 

The Oxford Philharmonic Orchestra (formerly Oxford Philomusica) is one 
of the leading orchestras in the UK. Praised as ‘excellent’ by Gramophone 
Magazine and ‘thoroughly impressive’ by BBC Music Magazine, the 
Orchestra’s reputation is based on the uncompromising artistic standards 
of its founder and music director, Marios Papadopoulos, and maintained 
by some of the finest musicians in London, Oxford and the Thames Valley. 
Oxford Philharmonic's achievements include an extensive concert season 
at the Sheldonian Theatre; outstanding recordings of Haydn’s Creation 
with New College Choir, and the Handel/Mendelssohn Acis and Galatea 
with Christ Church; major celebrations of Mozart, Haydn and Beethoven; 
hugely popular family concerts; and its annual Piano Festival and Summer 
Academy. Since 2002, the Oxford Philharmonic has enjoyed a close 
association with the University of Oxford as its first-ever Orchestra in 
Residence. Beyond its home region, the Orchestra appears often in 
London and other parts of the UK and is rapidly expanding its overseas 
touring programme and its recording catalogue.  

Marios Papadopoulos 

Marios Papadopoulos is the founder, music director and driving force 
behind Oxford Philharmonic, Orchestra in Residence at the University of 
Oxford. Described by The Times at his 1975 piano recital debut as ‘having 
all the attributes of one of the world’s greatest players’, Papadopoulos has 
gone on to enjoy an international career both as pianist and conductor. He 
has appeared as soloist with and conducted many of the world’s great 
orchestras, and worked with a host of eminent musicians including 
Vladimir Ashkenazy, Hélène Grimaud, Nicola Benedetti, John Lill, 
Menahem Pressler, Maxim Vengerov, Nigel Kennedy and Lang Lang. His 
recordings of the Beethoven Sonatas have been set on a level with 
Schnabel, Brendel, Barenboim, and Kempff (Daily Telegraph, Classic FM 
Magazine Critics’ Choice). Papadopoulos was awarded an MBE in the 
Queen’s 2014 New Year’s Honours List for services to music in Oxford. 

www.oxfordphil.com 

 

 
 


